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.. ByTODITH CUMMINGS 

SpaetaltoTteNevYotTlSM • 

LOS ANGELES, Sept- 26 A- Five 
days before John Z. DeLorean was 
scheduled to be tried on charges of traf- 
ficking -in cocaine, Government law- 
yers, asked an appeals court-today to 
deny him-access to document s firo m 51 
•Government agencies -that?*' lower 
court bad granted. Theysafibuch.ac- 
cess coulddelay the trial lxuuP*‘lwo to 
'five months." 

Federal -District Judge Robert M. 
'Takasugihad ordered the agencies to 
turn _over their "flies on Mr. DeLorean 




read’s trial -for up to"five~montiis"ori 
Charges that be was involved last y ear 
an a conspiracy to sell up to $60 million 
an cocaine to raise money to save the 
ft sports car company he founded, DeLo- 
rean Motor-Cars Ltd. in Northern Ire- 
land. ; ; 

,Mr. DeLorean was arrested in Los 
Angeles last OcL 16 by "Federal drug 
Lagents. His automobile ^company 'was 
start down ’the next -day and placed in 
.■financial receiverstap by the British 
government. Mr. DeLorean, alormer 


for possible use in his defense after his ] 
lawyers requested them under the Fed- 
eral Freedom of Information Act - 
The “Government’s appeal of the 
order was beard by a three-judge panel . 
of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit- One of the three 
judges, 'Cedi F. "Poole, said that the . 
order, if allowed to stand, would dear a 
path for broad new use of the act by -de- 
fendants in criminal cases. Mr.TieLo- 
rean’s lawyers asked the -court panel, ; 
sitting in San Francisco, " to deny ^tbe ; ^ 

orosecittian!sappeaL 1 ^futive.-'ba^bem 

The order provided for release of the : ^ reeca1 * 5 million band; ^ - 
dodiments" to toe district court without ^ 
first requiring the defense to demon; 
strate the material’s relevance. The’] 
material would be reviewed -by Judge 
Takasugi to determine whether it was 
pertinent and should be turned over to 
the defense. ■ v-r- .. ^r- 

. Trial Was Scheduled Tuesday r. 

Mr. DeLorean’s trial is set to tpen in 
Judge Takasugi ’s court cm Tuesday. 

Mr. DeLorean, the former automobile H tacts, 
maker, did Dot appear in court today. - 
The prosecution said that release of 
the documents could delay Mr. DeLo- 


-1n court appearances,Howard"Weiu- 
man and Donald Re,. the principal de- 
fense lawyers, have maintained that 
Mr. DeLorean was set up by the “out- 
1 , rageous governmental conduct” of un- 
dercover agents to make it appear as 
though he were dealing in cocaine. 
They said this entrapment extended to 
the use of a paid Government informer, 
James Timothy Hoffman, depicted as 
an intermediary who had drug con- 

• • • V TT t ' 'i "* r . k s»Ci ri-v 

Lawyers Te&of Tapes 
" The prosecution has told thecourt fr 
has taped records of ?Mr;-DeLorean 
participating in the 'conspiracy, which 
will forma major part of its case.’ One 
-of these, the Govemmentlawyers -said, 
rjs a videotape of Mr. DeLorean bolding 
tl bundle of cocaine in his lap and say- 
ing, “This is better than gold.” ' . 

The defense has also asserted that 
the drug charges against Mr. DeLo- 
rean were the outgrowth of a plot by the 
Britain’s Conservative Government to 
, bring about his downfall, with the coop- 
eration of the American authorities. 

They said that despite Britain’s criti- 
jcal interest as the -principal ‘ financial 
■ investor in the automobile facton^fbe 
plant's . “smooth”- operation -jn— the- 
midst of Protestant-Catholic strife *was 
somehow a “political embarrassment*’ 
to the Conservatives. The -defense 'is' 
seeking the United States Government' 
documents^tt-support this contention of 
^apiot- : - , - 
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